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most of the diseases from which horses:guffered were caused by undernourishment. ;
25x1’['he lerge landowners wore able to give their animals sufficient and proper food, 1
but the poorer farmers did not have enough to feed their horses adeguately in
25X1compensation for their continuuus hard iwork. As a result, had to
treat them for digestive discurbances such as colic, and for orthopedic 1lle like
irregularities of legs and hoof. Malformation and hoof-rot were: likewise quite
common among the equine population, as well as such sikin diseases as mange and y ‘
scabies. Tuberculosis ancd brucelloxis were the most common diseases among cattile, ';
but mastitis, or inflamatiocn of the udder, and digestive disturbances such as rumen ‘
atonia were quite common. [ Jelso to do much obstetrical treatment for troubles
accompanying or following calving. Cholera was not too commonly found among hogs
25X1 due to vaccination, but did make its appearance from time to time and !
25x1 quently to treat them for digestive trgct disturbances. ’

2. In 1938 and 1939 cattle in[__ Jpart of Polsnd were attacked by hoof-and-mcuth cisease,
which was imported from Spain and spread rapidly. At first the law requi-ed iiolation
o and cuarantine, but as the disease, despite precautions, continued to spread 1% was
25x1 changed and veterinarisns were authorized to transfer saliva from irfected to aealthy
cattle in order to speed up the epidemic. It was found that the disease caused anly -
one or two per cent fatclities samong the beasts infected and if sick catile were
treated promntly bad afterelfects could be kept to a minimum. ince the govwermmeat
pald “or the cat:ile which died, farmers coorerated in our plan and the epidémic was
’ over in'a remerkal.ly shc—t time. In carrying out our treatments we had to mmke use of
whatever remedies were most available and cheapest. Mouths of infect.d cattle were
rinsed wi*h 4 vineger and water solution and udders were rubbed with home made oint-
ments, generally composed of camphor, ijodine and lard. A solution of one or two per
cert caustic soda proved an effective disinfectant. Aftereffects in udders and feet
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5. Since irugs and other medications used |
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sometimes caused recovesy to be slow, and required constant attention. Naturally,
durirg and efter the infecthiorn the cattle had to have soft diets, and lesioms in
the hoofs were treated with pyoctanin, vhile ointments were appied to udders until
they. returned to normal. The hoof-and-mouth disease also attacked hogs in our area,’
-but by isolation and disinfectants we were able to keep its inc:idence among them to
a mindimum. A few childcen also became 11l from dr!nking raw milk at this time.

. The Foiish governmsnt, aside from prevertive and curative measures during epidemics,
took 1ittle active ya<i directly in veterinary work. It encouraged but did not re-
quire vaccinatior against crysipelas and hog cholera, which przcautions had to oe
paid for by individusi farmers. ILulirectly the government subsidized breeders’
a.aqocia.tiona for livestock improvement and emphasized animal husbandry at agricul-
tural schools. It also promoted "winter schools" for sons of farmers, in which
visiting teachers offered 10-week courses during the time vhen farm labor was light.
Afterwards it offered prizes at breeders' association exhibits for those who had
attended these courses. The Polish government also furnished stallions #hich stood
for small fees at ccpnlsiion poiunts throughout the country. A&t aach such point there
would be two steilions, one of the light variety, used for riding mostly, and the
other of the heavy, draft horse type. Since the government was interested chiefly
in 1light horaes for cavalry ani artillery work it encouraged their breeding, but
the farmers with an cye to their own needs generally preferred the services of the
Leavy type. Military agents came through the country periodically to buy up light
horses, and thus encouraged an increase in their numbers.

During the German occupation, 1939-1944 in every district cach farmer had to pay
a levy in meat, grain, hay and livestock. This did pot do guch to deplete the horses
of iae country, but the numbers cf cattle and hogs were serlously decreased.

]wvere .wt readily availaeble
every veterinarian was forced to have his own drug store. Phormacology was an im-
portant part of the curriculum in both the Lwdw and Warsaw veterinary schools. When
he started into practice ea:b veterinary began his own herh garden, acquired his
stock of chemicals and whenever required compounded his owa medicines and ointments,
gene=" \lly utilizing the cheapest and often fairly primitive components.
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